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TAGS: AORG, APER, IMCO (HURT, JOHN) 

SUBJ: US CANDIDATE FOR IMCO - JOHN HURT 

REF: STATE 45739 

1 . VAN NORT INFORMED OF HURT'S ARRIVAL MARCH 17, BUT 
UNFORTUNATELY HE WILL BE TRAVELINQ IN CANADA DURING 
THAT PERIOD. IMCO LEGAL OFFICIALS MENSAH AND BUSHA 
ALSO UNCERTAIN OF THEIR TRAVEL PLANS DUE TO LAW OF SEA 
CONFERENCE OBLIGATIONS. VAN NORT SUGGESTS IF HURT WILL 
BE IN LONDON ANYWAY THAT ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE UPON 
HIS ARRIVAL TO MEET WITH WHOEVER IS AVAILABLE. HURT 
SHOULD CONTACT EMBASSY SHIPPING ATTACHE CLAY BLACK UPON 
ARRIVAL MARCH 17. 

2. EMBASSY OFFICER'S DISCUSSION WITH SEC GEN REVEALS 
THAT HE IS STILL HOPEFUL PRESLEY, PRESENT US INCUMBENT IN 
MARITIME LEGISLATIVE ADVISER POST, WILL BECOME INVOLVED 
IN WORK DURING COMING YEAR TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT HE 
WILL STAY ON. IF HE DOES LEAVE, THERE IS NO GUARANTEE 
THAT US CANDIDATE WILL BE APPOINTED SINCE ORIGINAL 
CHOICE FOR POSITION, MR. SANMUGANATHAN, PERMANENT UNDER 
SECRETARY OF MINISTRY OF CONSTITUTIONAL LAW OF SRI LANKA, 

IS APPARENTLY STILL INTERESTED IN POSITION AND WOULD NOW 
BE RELEASED BY HIS GOVERNMENT, WHICH WAS THE BAR TO HIS 
TAKING THE POST IN THE FIRST PLACE. MOREOVER, SEC GEN'S 
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PRINCIPLE OF SELECTION AMONG THE WELL-QUALIFIED 
CANDIDATES FOR A POSITION, AS HE ENUNCIATED IN RECENT 
DISCUSSION OF MCKEW'S CANDIDACY FOR IMCO EXTERNAL 
RELATIONS POST, IS TO GIVE PRIORITY TO A CANDIDATE FROM 
ANY COUNTRY WHICH DOES NOT HAVE ANY OF ITS NATIONALS ON 
THE SECRETARIAT. THERE IS PRESENTLY NO-ONE ON THE 
SECRETARIAT STAFF FROM SRI LANKA. 
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